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Pikes Peak River Runners 

Arkansas River Cleanups 
2002 & 2012 & 2013 

 

 
 

By Christina King 
2002 

The day began wonderfully.  Sun, blue sky and relatively warm temps for an Arkansas river cleanup on May 11, 
2002.  The Arkansas River is in the midst of the lowest flows since 1977.  The river was only running 350 
cfs.  We decided to run the easy section from Johnson's Village to Ruby Mountain so we could pick up trash 
and keep it in our boats.  Several of us floated in our inflatable kayaks (duckies) representing the Pikes Peak 
River Runners, Private Boaters Coalition and High Country River Rafters clubs.  We had showed up to float the 
river, pick up trash and make a difference on our home river.  We picked up lots of trash.  Beth (Buller) Roren 
got top honors for picking up the most cardboard. 

Wendy Rombold had the eagle eye for spotting the most bits of trash and I got ambitious with the largest 
pieces of trash (crawling with leeches).   Or at least that is what I found crawling between my toes when my 
feet came too close to the tarp infested with creepy crawlies.  We had a lot of fun in the sun and enjoyed our 
float.  I hope to see more boaters next year.  We have compiled some of the best pictures and videos from 
ongoing years.  We do this activity most years BUT have only photo/video documented it for three of those 
years.  Enjoy.   

 

 

http://www.pprr.org/
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2012 

Movie Link 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7vrXmHTIlvg&feature=share&list=FLNCCc1qblbHOEx6KWlLM_Yw
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2013 

Movie Link 

 

 

https://youtu.be/6CIpPbYOYZA
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