Pikes Peak River Runners

Born on the 4" of July
July 2006
RubyHorsethief/Westwater Canyons (Colodo River)
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By Christina King
Photo CreditsChristina King

Trip Participants: Bil& Irene Cooke, Pet& Chrisina King Keith Fuqua,and Ava MarshallJennifer Strange,
Gary Killinger, Dale & Belinda Wiist, Patti Mer, Ralph ldffman, Jak Sbneider & Wendy Rombold, Bgn
Dold & girlfriend,Ken Fishe& girlfriend, GlenRoberts.

Day 1: Sunday, July 2, 20(Black Rocks (Ruby/Horsethief Canyons)

Our trip started with dire banin Coloradobut we were lucky to have
cooling monsoon clouds all weekent@ihe temperaturestayed in the
80Q°F. This weekend's Ruby/Horsethief/Westwater Colorado River
trip is all about BilCooke Bill's birthday is July 4th and this year he
turns the big 60!Hard to believe anave areall excited to share the
river with a fun group of boaters (some new and some old frients).
haveset up a game where peophaustask Bill about 1946, July 4th,
Westwater infoand personal questions during the next few dagsll's
a good sport and we all have fun asking him questions for clues.

Gary and Delm&illingerhosted a BBQ Saturday night at their home
Grand Junctiofnnice to have them
back in ColoradoWe boated with
themyears ago, they moved to WA
and now they are backl knowwe
will be sure to visit them more often
now that they are back in
Colorado.Garyjoinsus on the river
this weekend.

The flows ange from 4,700 to 5,100
cfs throughout the weekendWe
floated easily to Black Rocks and
tried to camp in the campsite we
signed up for at the puin, but it
was taken.We stayed at Black
Rocks #7 instead of #®8lack Rocks
#7 camp has a nice swimmindgdy
and before dinner we enjoy a long
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swim playing water polo football and frisbe€higgeithe dogjoins us and loves to chase the footballe
enjoyed an active game of dominoes after dinner and explored the camp's varied rock formations after a
delicious cootinner of Thai/curry chickemoodles,and salad, finished off with lemon parfaits for

dessert. Ralph and Gary do all the dishes with big smiles on their faces.

Note: It really helps to stick with the campsite plan you settle on at the Lomangand write in the campsite
register) because othdloaters in the Ruby/Horsethief sections count on the plans you make (and write down)
when they choose their campsiteBLM has helped floaters to locate camps by placing campsite posts on the
designated campsites (which really helps in the Black Recksn).

Day 2: Monday July 3, 2008ald Eagle

Lastnight | noticed 3 trains go by after
we went to bed Therest of the group

only heard ondrain. Wow, ou group

slept hard last night.Dale and Belinda
have an interesting inflatableft bed, 2
so they sleepvell. We break camp early
(by 8:15 am).

We seenumerousbald eagles and wiltirkeys
today. We stop at theWestwater Rangestation
for a quickcheckin/out and meet therest ofour
group finishing ugheir shuttle. Wefloat leisurely
to lunch atMiner's Cabin.We are assigned Bald
Eaglecamp becauselbupper camps weréaken by
other groups.
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The rapids are easy todaggill
runs the hole in Little Dee and
getsstalledout. Bill also runs the
hole backwards in Skullhe rest
of us ran Skukasily on the left
anddo not follow Bill'slead The
corkscrew wave at Soétkto-Me
is BIG but most of usin it on the
= right with no problems.| see my
4 usual sneakun on the left but
ran right today. At this level,
Sock is thenostdifficult

rapid. Commerciabutfitters

| were running their motors above
the rapids todaystrange usually
only see thendo this

below. Everyone swims below

the rapids for several miles below Last
Chance.The watetemperature is
perfect. Our assigned camp, Bald Eagle
hasbeen improved ands an okay

camp. BigHorn is nice bubnly setsup
easily forthree boats to te up to

shore. Ken emptedour palates with a
beautifultomato, basilmozzarella cheesg
appetizer while Bryaprepared a
delicious Basqustew.
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After dinner we competdor a semivaluable pize oncompletingBill'sBorn of the4™ of July lifecrossword
game. You would tink that Irene Cooke would hatke advantage but even shestumbled on a few Bill
Cooke life facts.
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